
SocialscienceHistoryChapter-2

TheRiseandgrowthofthecompanypower

Exercise'sAnswers

1.Multiplechoicequestions:

(I)Portuguese

(Ii)Surat

(Iii)1757

(Iv)Seringapatam

(V)Bengal

2.VeryShortAnswers:

(I)vasco-da-gamawasaPortuguesenavigatorwhofoundoutanewsearoutetoIndia.

(Ii)TheroyalcharterclearlymeantthatnoothertradinggroupinEnglandcouldnowcompete

withtheEastIndiacompany.

(Iii)ThebattleofPlasseywasthefirstmajorvictoryofEnglishinIndia.

(Iv)Tippisultanwascalledthe'TigerofMysore'.

(V)Asystem ofallianceintroducedbytheBritishGovernor-generalWesseleythroughwhich

theBritishcametocontroltheaffairsofIndianstatesenteringintothealliancewithoutactually

annexingthem.

3.ShortAnswers:

(I)ThepoliticalconditionafterthedeathofAurangzeb:

(a)ItmarkedthebeginningofawarofsuccessionforthethroneofDelhi.

(b)TheMughalcourtalsodividedintotheTurani,theIrani,theAfghaniandtheHindustani

groupsthatwereconstantlyfightingandconspiringagainstoneanother.

(c)Takingadvantageoftheweekcentre,theMughalGovernorsofOudh,BengalandDeccan

freedthemselvesfrom thecontrolthecentralgovernment.

(Ii)ThebattleofPlasseyestablishedBritishstrongholdinIndiainthefollowingways.

(a)TheBritishgotamonopolyovertradeinBengalandgraduallyoustedtheFrenchandthe

Dutch.



(b)MirZafarwasapuppetinthehandsoftheEnglish,sotheygraduallyextendedtheirpolitical

controlovertheprovince.

(c)TherichresourcesofBengalmadethem financiallystabletofurthertheirpoliticaldesigns

inIndia.

(Iii)Themeritsanddemeritsofthesubsidiaryalliancesystem:

(a)Thesystem provedtobeverybeneficialfortheBritish.TheIndianprinceswerenow

deprivedofanyopportunitytojoinhandsagainstthecompany.

(b)TheIndianrulershadtofacetheinterferencetotheBritishresidentsintheireveryday

affairs.

(c)TheIndianrulerslosttheiradministrativeaswellasfinancialindependence.

(Iv)TheDoctrineofLapsehelpedtheBritishintheannexationofIndianStatesinthefollowing

ways:

(a)Accordingtothedoctrine,iftherulerofanydependentstatediedwithoutalegitimateheir

tothethrone,thenhisstatewoulddirectlybeannexedor'lapsed'totheBritishempire.

(b)Anadoptedsonwasentitledtousethepersonalpropertyofthedeceasedruler,butnothis

royalstatus.

(c)TheBritishannexedtheStatesofSatara,Jaitpur,Sambhalpur,Baghat,Udaipur,Jhansiand

NagpurunderDoctrineofLapse.

(V)ThemainfeaturesoftheRegulatingActof1773were:

(a)TheGovernorofBengalbecametheGovernor-GeneralofIndia.

(b)Alldecisionsweretobetakenonthebasisofmajorityofvotes.

(c)Itwasstrictlylaiddownnoofficerofthecompanywouldacceptanyform ofbribeorgifts

directlyorindirectly.

4.LongAnswers:

(I)AbriefaccountofCarnaticWars:

(a)InordertohaveamonopolyoverthetradeinIndiaandEasternIslands,itwasnecessaryfor

theBritishtoeliminatetheirrivals.

(b)EnglandandFranceweretraditionalrivalsinmostoftheEuropeanwarsoftheeighteenth

century.

(c)Theconflictoftradeinterestsbetweenthem finalyendedwiththethreeAnglo-FrenchWars



ortheCarnaticWarsthatwerefoughtfrom 1746to1763inIndia.TheywerecalledtheCarnatic

Warsasmostofthem werefoughtinCarnaticregionandotherpartsofTamilNadu.

(d)TheWarsfinallyresultedintheestablishmentofBritishpowerinIndia.

(Ii)PolicereformsintroducedbyLordCornwalliswere:

(a)Governor-GeneralLordCornwallisiscreditedtohaveestablishedaregularpoliceforcein

India.

(b)From 1792,everydistrictwasdividedintoanumberofthanas.ADarogawastheheadof

thethanaandhewasassistedbypolicemeninthemaintainceoflawandorder.

(c)TheDarogasofvariouspolicestationswereundertheDistrictsuperintendent,whowas

generallyaBritish.

(d)TheChaukidars(watchman)lockedafterthevillagers.Thekotwalsmaintainedlawand

orderinthetowns.

5.StateTrueorFalse:

(I)True

(Ii)True

(Iii)False

(Iv)True

(V)False


